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 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

DR MARGARET MOUNTFORD, EGYPT EXPLORATION SOCIETY 

A Victorian Lady Traveller and her Legacy: Amelia Edwards and the Egypt 
Exploration Society. 
 

The Egypt Exploration Fund (predecessor of the EES) was formed in 1882 at the 
instigation of Amelia Edwards, following a visit to Egypt in 1873. I will talk about:  
what she saw on her travels, her reaction, and how she together with Reginald Stuart 
Poole founded the EEF; the early work of the EEF and how this inspired others to 
visit Egypt and to support research and excavation; where the EES is today, and its 
vision for the future. 
 

Speaker Biography: 
 
Dr Margaret Mountford was a lawyer in the City for 25 years, then went back to 
university to study Classics. She developed an interest in papyrology and acquired a 
Ph D from UCL in 2012, studying papyri from Oxyrhynchus. Margaret is currently 
Chairman of the EES and hold a number of other directorships and trusteeships. 
 
 

LEE MCSTEIN, MONUMENT MEN 

Those Who Left Their Mark on Egypt: An Introduction to Travellers’ Graffiti, 

Digital Recording and Conservation 

During the late 18th, and the 19th century, a trend began to emerge with many 
travellers visiting Egypt leaving inscriptions at sites they visited. From 
commemorative military inscriptions, grand tourists celebrating highlights of their 
journeys and excavators marking a site where history was unearthed, these inscriptions 
offer a wealth of information for researchers today. 

The phenomenon of travellers’ graffiti actually emerged much earlier, with examples 
from the ancient world visible at sites such as the chapel of Ptah at Karnak temple or 
Julia Balbilla’s epigrammatic poetry to commemorate the visit of Emperor Hadrian to 
the Colossi of Memnon. These inscriptions evidence cultural relevance and the 
importance of these sites within the ancient world. Recent graffiti surveys and 
comparative studies offer an indication of whether reception of these sites changed or 
stayed relevant in the modern era. 

While travellers’ graffiti can offer a casual visitor an autograph book of the ‘great and 
good’ of early Egyptology, it can also provide a useful reference for those seeking to 
provenance items from collectors, grand tourists and early excavators. Objects from 
personal collections can now be found within museums worldwide, however the 
context can often be difficult to trace without diaries or journals from the individuals 
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who collected them. Travellers’ graffiti can offer us an opportunity to see where some 
of these collectors visited, or evidence some of their contemporaries who were active 
in areas at a similar time, allowing us much deeper insight into their activities and 
potential signposts to where objects may have been collected. 

Unfortunately, this graffiti is now at risk from a variety of factors, including natural 
erosion, moisture or sand damage, not to mention erasure as part of modern 
restoration efforts. Thankfully, researchers such as the prominent surveyor Roger de 
Keersmaecker have spent years recording travellers’ graffiti, which offer a wonderful 
resource for graffiti research today. This legacy can now be built upon using modern 
3D scanning technology such as photogrammetry in order to provide a permanent 
record, including reproduction using 3D printing. 

Examples of digital recordings and 3D printed reproductions will be given alongside 
this address, and will be made available for handling, alongside Monument Men’s 
proposals for a geo-referenced travellers’ graffiti database and its potential research 
impact. 

Speaker Biography 

Lee Robert McStein is the technical director of Monument Men, a non-profit cultural 
heritage organisation based in the North West of England. Lee has produced 
hundreds of photogrammetry scans of objects and sites in the UK and Egypt. 

Highlights of Lee’s recent work include a digital reconstruction of the Younger 
Memnon utilising data from the British Museum and obtained from on-site scanning 
at the Ramesseum, a 3D printed reproduction of a fragment from the Biahmu colossi 
of Amenemhat III and the scanning of plaster casts at Manchester Museum, now 
successfully identified as the Chapel of Amenhotep, son of Hapu at Dier el Bahari. 

Lee is an academy trainer for the Italian photogrammetry developers 3DFlow 
(University of Verona) and consultant photogrammetrist to the Ancient Egyptian 
Animal Bio Bank (University of Manchester), currently developing photogrammetric 
recording techniques and their potential combination with biomedical imaging such as 
CT data. 
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ROBERTO A. DÍAZ HERNANDÉZ, LUDWIG-MAXIMILIANS-

UNIVERSITÄT MÜNCHEN 

FRANZ WILHELM SIEBER’S EGYPTIAN COLLECTION 

The famous Austrian botanist Franz Wilhelm Sieber travelled across Crete, Egypt and 

Palestine between 1816 and 1819. He stayed in Egypt from the beginning of December 1817 till 

the spring of 1818. He travelled first from Crete to Alexandria, where he met the Egyptian ruler 

Mohamed Ali, and then, after exploring the Nile delta, he arrived in Cairo in January 1818. He 

visited the temple of Dendera in February 1818 and shortly afterwards he reached Thebes. Finally 

he returned to Cairo on the 17th May 1818 to continue his journey to Palestine.  

During his stay in Egypt, Sieber acquired about 250 Egyptian objects, which he exhibited 

in Vienna in 1819. Soon afterwards his collection was purchased by king Maximilian I Joseph of 

Bavaria, following the positive advice of Friedrich Wilhelm von Thiersch. Sieber's collection was 

one of the first acquisitions of Egyptian antiquities by Munich authorities at the beginning of the 

19th century.  

The aim of my talk is to look into the history of Sieber's collection and its importance for 

Egyptology. For this purpose, I will describe in detail its main items, kept today at the State Museum 

of Egyptian Art in Munich.  

 

 BENJAMIN HINSON, VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM 

A VERY VICTORIAN TOURIST: GREVILLE JOHN CHESTER AND THE 

V&A 

The Reverend Greville John Chester (1830-1892) is well-known to Egyptologists. An initial 

visit to Egypt in 1865, for his ailing health, sparked a passion which resulted in almost yearly 

journeys until his death. Each visit, Chester purchased large numbers of antiquities, which he would 

then sell to institutions back in Britain. In this way, Chester’s acquisitions formed an early back-

bone of the collections at the British Museum and Ashmolean, amongst others.  

A less well-known aspect of Chester’s collecting career, however, is his relationship with 

the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. For three decades, Chester similarly sold or donated 

huge amounts of both ancient and Islamic Egyptian art to this institution. The V&A relied on 

Chester as both a direct source of acquisitions, but also as its unofficial agent in Egypt. Through 

both personal knowledge and his close friendships with pre-eminent Egyptologists, Chester proved 
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an informed figure who could be relied upon to source material for the V&A’s collections. 

However, the museum’s dealings with Chester, and his reporting on the damage to sites caused by 

the antiquities trade (of which he was himself of course part), were also instrumental in changing 

the museum’s collecting practices more generally. Chester was in many ways a formative influence 

on the early development of the V&A, and his life offers a fascinating glimpse into 19th Century 

collecting and display.   

This paper explores the relationship between Chester and the V&A. It will discuss Chester 

in the context of the museum’s desire to amass a ‘type-collection’ of Egyptian art and design, 

spanning the length of history, and also explore how Chester and his travels connect to changes in 

the museum’s wider aims and practices.  

  

MARTINA LANDRINO, UNIVERSITÄT LEIPZIG- MUSEO EGIZIO 

TORINO  

THE ROYAL VISITS AS AN INSTRUMENT OF POLITICAL AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL 

The official visit of the pharaoh is a common practice of the Egyptian monarchy, attested 

from the very beginning of the Old Kingdom to the end of the Graeco-Roman period. Since the 

early dynastic period the pharaohs ruled over a territory that extended over more than 1000km. A 

well-organised administrative system was made up to help the kings maintaining a stable control 

throughout their reign. Every region had its own political centre and its administration was 

supervised by officials and governors appointed by the kings. Nevertheless, the pharaohs used to 

travel around their kingdom to exercise their power directly.  

The written evidence is an essential source to understand this topic, its features and its 

changes throughout history. The royal visit was always followed by the emanation of a royal decree 

or an official document attesting it. By analysing them, it is clear that various reasons led the kings 

to leave their capitals and visit other cities and territories far away from the Nile Valley, such as the 

deserts. The reasons for this can be summed up in four major points: military expeditions, search 

for precious or semi-precious stones and other materials; administrative inspections; religious visits. 

It is also remarkable that this practice was not abandoned during periods, in which there was a 

political crisis, but it was actually used by the pharaohs to gain control over the territory.  
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Due to the amount of material, this paper will focus on the period between the New 

Kingdom and the end of the Ptolemaic period. The aim is to highlight the characteristic features 

of those periods and their evolution.   

ZIAD MORSY, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON 

NILE BOATS THROUGH THE EYES OF WESTERN TRAVELLERS 

This paper presents the findings of current research investigating the typology and 

evolution of traditional Nile boats. Photographic and archival material created by 19th and 20th 

century travellers provides the primary body of evidence for the study, complemented by recent 

ethnographic fieldwork.  

Since the final decades of the 18th century the Nile has attracted a substantial number of 

Western travellers and explorers. The motivation of those early explorers varied from commercial 

endeavours, to geographic expeditions searching for the source of the Nile, to pilgrimages to Holy 

sites in Egypt. The Description de l'Égypte, which was collected and published by the order of 

Napoleon Bonaparte appearing first in 1809, since the, an Egyptomania-fuelled travelling frenzy 

hit the Western world, causing hundreds and thousands of travellers and explorers to pour into the 

Nile valley in search for antiquities. Thousands of books were written about the Egyptian past as 

well as the manners and customs of modern and ancient Egyptians. 

The 19th century also witnessed the invention and of photography by Niépce in 1839, 

inspiring droves of professional photographers to travel to Egypt in order to capture the charm of 

the Orient. Western travellers were intrigued by the beauty of Nile and its boats, and responded by 

creating a mass of textual accounts and descriptions of Nile boats, along with an abundance of 

photographs. Despite this rich body of evidence, however, nothing has been done to study the 

boats in these records, creating a gap in our knowledge of the archaeology of Nile boatbuilding 

traditions. This research addresses that gap by identifying and categorizing different boat types in 

the 19th and 20th centuries, allowing us to trace the maritime sailing traditions of the Nile through 

the ages. 
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Scott Williams and Tessa Baber, Cardiff University 

Tourism of the Dead: Ancient Tourists, Pilgrims & Early Travellers in the 

Memphite Necropolis of Saqqara 

The ancient Memphite necropolis of Saqqara has long captivated the interest of visitors, 

both in ancient times, when the Egyptians undertook pilgrimages to visit monuments of spiritual 

significance, and during the period of early travel (16th - early 20th centuries) when tourists went in 

search of highly prized souvenirs of Egypt’s ancient culture: the embalmed dead. 

Evidence of visitation by casual tourists to the necropolis during ancient times survives 

through visitor’s graffiti etched into the stone monuments. The nature of these visits remains open 

to debate, but that they occurred is testament to the popular interest conferred to the site. The 

question of access afforded to sightseers requires consideration, where limitations may have 

constructed a dictated experience of the necropolis. An attempt to understand the sacred landscape 

from the perspective of a visitor has gained new insights into the sacred monuments. 

Saqqara’s prolonged popularity with tourists often means that current understanding of 

the site’s archaeology is adversely affected by the activities of early explorers and excavators. 

Though significant data has been lost over the centuries, reconstruction of important features may 

be achieved by studying the accounts left by early travellers and Egyptologists. Research into the 

nature of the site and the preservation of its monuments during the period of early travel, may yet 

provide greater detail on the nature of the discovery and exploration of important archaeological 

features; via comparison with more modern archaeological investigation of the site, it may also be 

possible to determine when, why and how these were lost. 

This paper presents findings from research projects which investigate the nature of how 

Egypt’s ancient necropoleis were explored and experienced by both early pilgrims and travellers. 

Consideration will be given to the significance of Saqqara’s sacred landscape and how this may 

have been experienced by visitors to the site in ancient times, as well as to how the accounts of 

early travellers can reveal greater detail about the funerary archaeology of the site, much of which 

has been lost to us. 

 

 

SARAH SHEPHERD, UNIVERSITY OF HULL,  

SOLDIERING IN EGYPT: A FRIENDLY INVASION? 

'In the First World War, Egypt acted as a troop camp and training ground for British 

imperial forces - by 1918 there were as many as 400,000 troops under imperial command 

in Egypt which included significant numbers of English, Indian, Australian and New Zealand 

soldiers.  
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It’s an intriguing period in Egypt’s history which upon closer examination reveals a well-

documented interest in the heritage, archaeology and daily life of Egypt – influenced by the growth 

of photography and the affordability of the camera. For the average Egyptian, this large influx of 

visitors must have seemed at first like a friendly invasion. However, the truth is that the relationship 

between the Egyptians and visiting foreign soldiers has always been somewhat of an adversarial 

nature.  

My paper aims to provide a comprehensive overview surrounding the shared experiences 

of soldiers serving in Egypt during the period 1914 – 1918 with their apparent and well 

documented interest in the history and archaeology of Egypt. For many young men and women, 

most of whom had never travelled beyond their home towns, it must have been an incredible 

experience to look upon the Pyramids at Giza. Troops arriving in Egypt were amazed by the sights 

and sounds of Cairo and plenty of spare time enabled the opportunity for sightseeing and travel.  

To date, little attention has been paid to the visual and material record of serving soldiers 

in Egypt. Their photographs, letters, souvenirs, and graffiti provide a record of life in Egypt during 

the Great War, an experience which appears to have left an indelible mark on all who visited'. 

 

CHRISTIAN ORSENIGO, UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI MILANO  

SAQQARA THROUGH THE EYES OF JAMES E. QUIBELL: 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDS IN THE EGYPTOLOGICAL ARCHIVES OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MILAN 

The aim of this contribution is to present the archive of James E. Quibell (1867-1935), 

who was involved in some of the most important excavations and discoveries ever made in Egypt, 

as well some highly relevant projects, such as being among the first scholars appointed to the 

Commission of the Catalogue Général of Egyptian Antiquities in the Cairo Museum.  

This archival collection, made up by more than 3500 photographic records and some 

manuscripts, represents a main source of information about the excavation campaigns conducted 

by the British archaeologist over ten years at Saqqara at the beginning of the 20th Century. A 

significant portion of the photographic collection are objects or monuments mentioned only 

briefly in Quibell’s excavations reports as well as objects and monuments that are not mentioned 

at all.  
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Besides documenting major discoveries, Quibell’s archive provides information on how 

one was working in Saqqara as well as living on the camp. Quibell’s records, included in those of 

Alexandre Varille, have been acquired by the University of Milan in 2002 and represents the most 

extensive documentation surviving at present on the English archaeologist’s work at Saqqara.  

These documents are the object of an on-going project that involves their scanning and 

entering onto the database “La Statale Archivi”, recently released. Moreover, we have signed a 

cooperation agreement with the Università la Sapienza di Roma aimed to publish the 

documentation concerning the Coptic materials unearthed by Quibell between 1905 and 1909 

during the excavation of Apa Jeremias Monastery. 

 

CLAIRE GILMOUR, UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW / UNIVERSITY OF 

BRISTOL  

ALEXANDER HENRY RHIND (1833-1863): A SCOTTISH ANTIQUARY 

IN EGYPT 

Alexander Henry Rhind was born in Caithness, Scotland, and is one of the earliest 

exponents of scientific techniques and methodology in archaeological excavations. He undertook 

pioneering fieldwork at various sites in Scotland before travelling to Egypt for health reasons, 

where he applied for a permit to excavate. Some of his subsequent acquisitions and finds are 

among the finest in the collections of the British Museum and National Museums Scotland, such 

as the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus, the contents of a family tomb at Thebes, and the double coffin 

of Petamun and Penhorpabik.  

He advocated for proper recognition and protection of monuments and promoted 

standards of publication and technique, which can be seen to best effect in his seminal volume 

Thebes: Its Tombs and Its Tenants (1862). He may be called the first educated archaeologist to work 

in Egypt and publish his finds, and left bequests to ensure the continuation of his work and assist 

the work of others, such as the establishment of the prestigious annual Rhind Lecture Series.  

Rhind’s work in Egypt included not only excavation but detailed observations on local 

culture, environment and ancient and modern languages. In his travels he encountered notable 

individuals such as Sir John Gardner Wilkinson and the naturalist and physician Andrew Leith 

Adams, and his work was later developed by other archaeologists, including Professor W.M. 
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Flinders Petrie. This paper revisits his life and the continuing impact of his travels and excavation 

in Egypt. 

 


