
 
 

 

Ancient Records, Ancient Lives?  
The History of Ancient Egypt from the Time of the Great Pyramid  

to the Ending of the Middle Kingdom  
 

A Study Day with John Romer 
 

Saturday 10th December, 10.00 am -  5.30 pm 
Cruciform Lecture Theatre, UCL, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT 

 
John Romer was Field Director of The Brooklyn Museum Theban Expedition, which conducted the first physical survey and 
conservation studies in the Valley of the Kings. He has dedicated a great part of his life to archaeological conservation and, 
as an aid to raising public awareness of the importance and fragility of the past, has made many TV and radio 
documentaries.  His books include The Valley of the Kings, Ancient Lives, The Great Pyramid, A History of Ancient Egypt 
Volume 1: from the first farmers to the Great Pyramid and this year … A History of Ancient Egypt Volume 2: from the Great 
Pyramid to the fall of the Middle Kingdom. 
 
This will be a rare opportunity to hear John Romer lecture in the UK.  His four lectures will provide an overview of the 
invention and re-invention of pharaonic culture during the second millennium BC incorporating the remarkable research of 
the last two decades. The day will tie in with his new book, Volume 2 of his History of Ancient Egypt. His lectures will be: 
 
Reading the Pharaonic State, marking out the past. From Hardjedef to Champollion, writing changes everything. 
Counting kings, making histories. 
The Silent Histories. Sacred or Secular? Mortal and Immortal. The eloquence of statues: the world of the Old Kingdom, 
the royal household, its craftsmen, courtiers and priests, its sailors and caravans. 
Telling Stories, Re-peopling the Old Kingdom and the savour of a courtly past. Brief Lives. Pharaoh's letters, the 
courtiers' biographies and the voice inside the pyramids. The Pyramid Texts, the Berlin School and the invention of 
scientific history. 
Stops and Starts. Lamentations and Admonitions. Why the centre had not held. Tombs of the times. Ankhtifi at Mo'alla, 
the Intefs at Karnak, Hekanakht and Weni. War, water and fortresses. The Middle Kingdom's remarkable revision of Old 
Kingdom pharaonic culture. 

For further information & ticket sales by PayPal: 
www.egyptology-uk.com/bloomsbury 

 

To attend this study day please send us a cheque for £40 per ticket made payable to Bloomsbury 
Summer School, together with a stamped addressed envelope and this booking form to Lucia Gahlin, 
Bloomsbury Summer School, Dept. of History, UCL, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT. The price of 
the tickets includes tea/coffee in the afternoon and morning breaks, but does not include lunch. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I would like ………. ticket(s) at £40 each for our Study Day with John Romer. 
I enclose a cheque for …………….. made payable to Bloomsbury Summer School. 
I enclose a S.A.E.:  yes  /  no  (if ‘no’, your ticket will be emailed to you). 
I would like to be sent a map for finding the lecture theatre:   yes   /  no 
Title(s):    Forename(s):    Surname(s): 
 
Address: 
 
 
Email address: 
 
Telephone number:  


