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 It’s almost the end of  

 our first WMES year… 

    

  
   

 
 
 

 

Next at WMES: 

Our first ever Annual 

General Meeting is in 

September. Once 

Committee Members 

have been elected or 

reelected in new 

positions, we will be 

back in October with 

another talk. Keep a 

look out for details of 

that talk on our 

website or via email. 

 

 

Right now I’m casting my 

mind back to October 2014, 

where we took our tentative 

first steps towards 

establishing a society for 

the Egypt-lovers of the 

Midlands. I remember how 

we warned each other that 

our society would need to 

build momentum before we 

could expect high visitor 

attendance. So what a nice 

surprise it was to find our 

meeting room packed for 

our first talk, where Peter 

Robinson discussed hot air 

balloon travel over the 

Valley of the Kings! A year 

later and not much has 

changed. We are still blessed 

with a high turn-out and 

most of you are our regulars 

who we have gotten to know 

and love. Now that we’ve 

had the last talk in the WMES 

year entitled ‘Exploring 

mummies with CT scans’, I’d 

like to thank you all once 

again for your 

encouragement.  

Going forward I’d like to 

ask for yet more support, as 

we will hold an Annual 

General Meeting in 

September. Once new 

Committee Members are 

been elected, we can start 

off another year with 

another round of talks from 

October 2015. 

So that we can make the 

next WMES year even better 

than this one, we would like 

some feedback in our online 

survey. Please visit 

http://www.surveymonkey.

com/s/JLXKFWS -we value 

your thoughts! 

Lastly, we are currently 

working on arranging 

another trip and a society 

academic conference, so 

keep an eye out for emails 

regarding this. 

Hope to see you soon, 

Kavita Kumari 

[Secretary/Newsletter 

Editor] 

 

 

 

would seem, so were our 

wonderful audience, who 

turned up in large numbers 

to experience the strange 

nostalgia of Carter’s 

paintings. But bringing us 

firmly back into the present, 

our surprise guest Kenneth 

Carter- the great 

grandnephew of Howard 

Carter himself, was a 

pleasure to meet given his 

years of expertise in 

Egyptology. Thank you to 

the Birmingham Mail for 

bringing Kenneth to our 

door, who promises to pop 

Incredible facts from 

Sarah Griffiths’ talk 

on Old Kingdom tomb 

art: 

1) Egyptian artists can 

be likened to Holbein, 

King Henry VIII’s 

painter. Both used large 

teams as an ‘assembly 

line’, and Egyptian 

Master Draftsmen 

would first create red 

gridlines, next a 

sculptor would carve, 

then another sculptor 

would put in details, 

and finally an artist 

would paint. 

2) Colours used include 

black made from 

carbon, white from 

chalk, blue/green from 

heating ores with lime 

and potassium, and red 

from iron oxide.  

3) Men are often 

depicted as brown in 

colour (e.g. Nefer) 

while women are 

depicted as pale/yellow 

(e.g. Rahtotep)- perhaps 

this is because women 

more likely stayed 

indoors out of the sun.  

 

 

 

 

June: Robert Loynes show us 

how to analyse mummies 

scientifically using scans  

Want to increase your knowledge? Try something new… 

- The Manchester Museum and The University of Manchester have teamed up to provide 

a free online course called ‘Ancient Egypt: A history in six objects’. The course 

introduces Ancient Egypt using six artefacts from The Manchester Museum, and one 

of these items is examined for each of the six weeks. The syllabus follows from 

Predynastic Egypt to Greco-Roman Egypt. To sign up for the 26
th

 October- 13
th

 

December session, go to https://www.coursera.org/course/ancientegypt.  

- Another free online course we have discovered is called ‘BLUE: a symposium 

exploring aspects of life in ancient Egypt’. This course looks at what the colours 

blue, green and “grue” meant to Egyptians, glass making techniques, sculpture and 

the Amarna Letters. The twelve-lecture course is run by lecturers from the University 

of Liverpool, Cardiff University, The University of Manchester and The Manchester 

Museum. To sign up go to www.udemy.com/bluesymposium/ 

- The Petrie Museum in London has made available a free e-resource- a brand new book 

called ‘Characters and Collections’. To access this, visit 

http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/1468795/4/The_Petrie_Museum_of_Egyptian_Archaeology.

pdf 

 

May: Sarah Griffiths gives 

examples of raised and sunk 

relief in tomb art  
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Egyptology  events (+ who 

to follow on twitter) 

 
 
 

 
 

  
Egyptology events-  

-July, Bloomsbury 

Summer School, 

London, five day 

courses: 13-17
th

 July 

‘Hieroglyphs: the 

Next Step’, 20-24
th

 

July ‘In the Shadow 

of the Pyramids: 

Living and Dying in 

Old Kingdom Egypt’, 

27-31
st

 July 

‘Pharaoh’s Friends 

and Foes: Diplomacy, 

Trade, Travel and 

Warfare’. Call 020 

7679 3622 or email: 

bloomsbury@egyptol

ogy-uk.com 

-11th July, Egypt 

Exploration Society, 

London, ‘Shifting 

Sands at Saqqara’ 

study day. Visit: 

www.ees.ac.uk/event

s/ 

-17-20
th

 July, 

University of Exeter, 

Eleventh Biennial 

ASTENE (Association 

for the Study of 

Travel in Egypt and 

the Near East) 

Conference. Email: 

conference@ 

astene.org.uk for 

further details. 

-27th July-7th 

August, Liverpool 

University, London 

and Liverpool, 

Ancient Worlds 

Summer School. 

Visit:  www.liv.ac.uk/ 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

If there is anything you 

would like to add to 

next month’s newsletter 

please contact Kavita on 

secretarywmes@outlook

.com. 

 

Need more on Egypt? See The Top 

Three to follow on Twitter: 

 

1) Staffordshire Egyptology 

Society             

@SES_Egyptology 

2) Egyptology Magazine     

@egyptologymag 

3) Egyptological (free bi-monthly 

publication)                      

@egyptological 

Sixteenth Dynasty Pharaoh killed in 

battle 

Excavating last year at Sohag, south of 

Abydos, a team from the University of 

Pennsylvania discovered several tombs 

of kings of the Second Intermediate 

period (1650-1600 BC).  We can identify 

the owner of only one of the tombs, 

where a cartouche on the wall gives the 

name of Seneb-Kay, a previously 

unknown king who is thought to belong 

to the sixteenth dynasty.  The tomb had 

been robbed in antiquity but his skeleton 

inside a wooden sarcophagus and the 

canopic jars were still present.    

The results of the forensic analysis of 

the skeleton are now available.  Seneb-

Kay was about 6’ (185cm) tall and 

between 35 and 40 years old at the time 

of death.  Study of the sites of the 

muscle attachments to the leg and pelvis 

bones shows that he spent a 

considerable time in the saddle.  

It seems that the king was killed in battle 

as the skeleton shows 18 wounds which 

have penetrated to the bone.  Most of 

these are cuts to the bones of feet, 

ankles and lower back, suggesting that 

the king was higher than his assailants, 

perhaps on horseback or in a 

chariot.  These wounds would have 

brought him down and the final death 

blows were three skull wounds, which 

are the distinctive size and shape of a 

Second Intermediate period battle axe.  

He is the earliest king we know of to die 

in battle, predating Seqenenra Taa of the 

seventeenth dynasty who was killed in 

battle with the Hyksos c1560 BC.  

 

 

  
  
 

 

News from ‘The land of the Pharaohs’  

 

Ancient artefacts returned to Egypt by 

the Swiss 

 

It has been announced that Switzerland 

has returned 32 artefacts from the 

Pharaonic and Roman periods, to the 

Egyptian Embassy in the capital Bern. The 

Federal Office of Culture reports that the 

items had been involved in criminal 

activity. 

 

Four of the artefacts are deemed 

exceptionally preserved, extremely rare 

and culturally significant. These include a 

bust of a pharaoh wearing a crown, a 

fragmented stele depicting the patron 

goddess of Thebes in the New Kingdom, 

and two architectural fragments with 

religious themes from the Roman period. 

 

The objects were returned during the  

celebration of the 10th anniversary of the 

Federal Act on the International Transfer 

of Cultural Property. This act marked the 

implementation of the 1970 UNESCO 

Convention on the illegal transfer of 

cultural goods. 

 

 

 

 

LBA Egyptian Finds in Israel 

 

An excavation of a cave at Kibbutz Lahav 

in southern Israel has discovered items 

manufactured in Egypt during the Late 

Bronze Age (fifteenth and fourteenth 

centuries BC).  There are more than 300 

pottery items, jewellery, amulets and 

seals.  Some of the amulets depict 

Egyptian gods.  Some of the seals are of 

scarab beetles and others contain 

hieroglyphs.  There were other items in 

the cave which were not made in Egypt, 

but were made locally in imitation of the 

Egyptian-made objects.  

 

The site is being excavated by the Israel 

Antiquities Authority, who suggest that 

this could have been an Egyptian 

administrative centre 3,400 years ago. 
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