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 Shemu (‘summer’) is finally here… 
 

  

 
   

 

Next at WMES:  

 

Our first ever Annual 

General Meeting is in 

September, alongside 

the next talk. Once 

Committee Members 

have been elected or 

reelected in new 

positions, we will start 

off the second season 

of WMES in October. 

Keep a look out for 

details of the next talk 

on our website or via 

email.  

 

...and we folks at WMES have 

been having plenty of 

summer fun. One 

quintessential British 

summer activity is a big 

museum visit, and in July we 

went to the New Walk 

Museum and Art Gallery in 

Leicester.  

On arrival our group headed 

straight into the Ancient 

Egypt Gallery, where we 

learnt more about the lives 

and deaths of the Ancient 

Egyptians. Highlights 

included seeing burial 

goods, such as a wooden 

model of a boat, that 

emphasise how daily 

activities were relevant in 

the afterlife.   

Next, we headed to the 

Secret Egypt: Unravelling 

Truth from Myth exhibition, 

where we saw artefacts like 

stelae, statuary, ceramics 

and mummies that 

challenge public 

stereotypes of Ancient 

Egypt. Exploring the media 

profile of Ancient Egypt, 

which includes concepts 

like the mummy’s curse and 

the involvement of aliens in 

the creation of the 

pyramids, was enlightening 

in the most amusing of 

ways!  

In the afternoon we were 

treated to a talk by 

Egyptologist John Johnston 

entitled, ‘Mummies, asps 

and far too much eye make-

up; Ancient Egypt at the 

cinema’. Needless to say, 

we fully enjoyed hearing 

about modern-day 

perceptions of Ancient 

Egypt through the 

glamorising lense of the 

film industry. On behalf of 

WMES, I would like to thank 

John for making such 

special arrangements for us. 

On the last note, it’s all 

change at WMES as we 

approach the end of our 

season, so we are looking 

for new Committee Members 

to help out. For more 

information, drop us an 

email. We also have plans 

for more trips and talks so 

keep an eye out for emails 

from us. 

See you next month, 

Kavita Kumari 

[Secretary/Newsletter 

Editor] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

years of expertise in 

Egyptology. Thank you to 

the Birmingham Mail for 

bringing Kenneth to our 

door, who promises to pop 

back and see us at another 

talk. 

What else can I tell you that 

is new? Well, at the end of 

the month Committee 

Members Grace and Sue will 

Incredible facts from 

Robert Loynes’ talk on 

mummies and their CT 

scans: 

1) Bob has scanned 

mummies from the 

Birmingham Museums 

collection including 

Padimut and 

Namenkhetamun, which 

many of us saw on our 

behind-the scenes trip 

to Birmingham 

Museums’ conservation 

labs. 

2) 75% of the Greco- 

Roman mummies Bob 

examined have had 

squashed ribcages. 

Embalmers usually bulk 

these up with pads, but 

we are unsure as to why 

squashed ribcages 

occur only in these 

later mummies.            

3) A Greco- Roman 

mummy scan depicted a 

metal piece near the 

eye at the back of the 

head. It could be a 

mummification 

instrument fragment 

that was left in. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/WMES_
https://www.facebook.com/WestMidlandsEgyptologySociety


 

 
Egyptology  events (+ who 

to follow on twitter) 

 
 
 

 
 

  
Egyptology events- 

see you there? 

- 8th September, 

Ashmolean 

Museum, Oxford. 

‘The Daily Life of 

Egyptian Kings’ study 

day with Dr Garry 

Shaw. Visit 

www.oxfordplayhous

e.com/ticketsoxford 

or Tel: 01865 305305 

- 17
th

 October, 

London, ‘On the trail 

of Imhotep’ Egypt 

Exploration Society 

study day. Day of 

presentations about 

Bryan Emery’s 

excavations in 

Saqqara, his findings 

from the earliest 

times of Ancient 

Egypt, and his quest 

for the tomb of  

Imhotep, the  

architect of the Step 

Pyramid. Email 

contact@ees.ac.uk or 

phone: +44 (0)20 

7242 1880. 

- 18th October, 

Cruciform Lecture 

Theatre, London. 

‘The Great Oasis: 

history and 

archaeology of 

Egypt’s Kharga and 

Dakhla Oases’ study 

day. Professor Salima 

Ikram, Head of 

Egyptology at the 

American University 

in Cairo, delivers 

four lectures about 

the Kharga Oasis that 

she has excavated at. 

Visit 

www.egyptology-

uk.com/bloomsbury/

study_days.htm 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

If there is anything you 

would like to add to 

next month’s newsletter 

please contact Kavita on 

secretarywmes@outlook

.com. 

 

Discoveries at Gebel el-Silsila  

A Swedish team from Lund University 

has been excavating at the Gebel el-Silsila 

sandstone quarries 64 km north of 

Aswan.  This season they have found 

interesting rock carvings and discovered 

two obelisks abandoned when they 

cracked during preparation.  They have 

also re-discovered the remains of a New 

Kingdom temple originally found by 

Ludwig Borchardt early last century but 

its location was then lost. The temple 

seems to have been built in four stages 

at four different periods – the reigns of 

Thutmose II, Amenhotep III, Rameses II 

and Roman times.  The importance of 

this find is the possibility that Gebel el-

Silsila was not only a stone quarry, but 

may also have been a site of some 

religious significance.  

 

Tales from Egypt: ‘For the Love of Egypt II’ by Colin T  

I was reading recently about the use of facsimile tombs in the Valley of the Kings in 

order to take pressure of the real ones. A very accurate copy of the tomb of 

Tutankhamun has just been opened near to Howard Carter’s house. Like many people I 

have mixed views about the use of these copies. About twenty years ago I made my first 

and so far only visit to the real tomb of Tutankhamun. As we stood by the wooden railing 

looking down upon the sarcophagus and the golden effigy of the long dead pharaoh 

within, I was appalled by the amount of noisy chatter and laughter that my companions 

were making, especially as we were a British Museum sponsored party! ‘This is a grave,’ I 

thought, ‘The king still lies here. You wouldn’t make all this noise in a cemetery, so why 

here?’  

Suddenly as if by magic everyone departed and I found myself quite alone by the wooden 

railing. I think that an Egyptian guard stood in the corner, but he was as silent as me. I 

looked down upon the king’s face on the gold covered coffin in the sarcophagus knowing 

that his mortal remains were therein housed. In that moment of quiet contemplation I 

felt as one would at the graveside of a very dear friend. A magical moment that would be 

impossible to imagine in a facsimile tomb.   

Perhaps we should keep the real tombs for us real enthusiasts and let the tourists go to 

the copy. Or does that sound just a little bit elitist?  

News from ‘The land of the Pharaohs’  

Recent work at Tell el-Amarna  

Tell el-Amarna, situated on the east bank of 

the Nile nearly 200 miles south of Cairo 

and about 250 miles north of Luxor, is the 

site of Akhetaten, the city built by the 

pharaoh Akhenaten.  The city had a short 

life as it fell out of use after the death of 

Akhenaten c1332 BC.    

Excavations conducted by Professor Barry 

Kemp have been taking place here since 

1977.  The 2015 season started by 

completing the investigation and 

conservation of coffins discovered in the 

excavation of the South Tombs Cemetery, 

which was excavated between 2006 and 

2013.  This cemetery contained the 

remains of workmen and ordinary villagers 

rather than those of elite status, and one of 

the coffins conserved was a wooden box 

coffin with a baby wrapped in linen inside 

it.  

Work on the Great Aten Temple began in 

2012 and continued this season at the 

front of the stone temple.  The foundation 

of the first temple was simply a layer of 

mud laid onto the floor of the desert and 

plastered over, and it has become clear 

that this temple was demolished in year 12 

of Akhenaten’s reign and a grander and 

more splendid one built to replace it.    

The front of the second temple had a wide 

entrance path with pylons of limestone 

blocks at either side and eight large  

 

sandstone columns laid on gypsum 

concrete foundations at the front. 

The temple was first excavated by John 

Pendlebury for the Egypt Exploration 

Society in 1932. When the spoil heaps 

thrown up by his excavation were 

moved, they were found to contain a lot 

of decorated stone fragments.  A number 

of square basins lined with gypsum have 

been found at the site, some of them 

surrounding an offering space.  

There are plans to reproduce the layout 

of the temple on the site using modern 

materials, and the concrete pads for the 

eight gigantic columns at the front of the 

temple have already been laid.  
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