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Welcome dear Egypt enthusiasts! 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to WMES’ first ever monthly newsletter! Now that Christmas lights 

have well and truly faded and the January lull is upon us, it is the perfect time to 

reflect on what we have achieved so far.  

Rewind the clock to summer 2013, and we were just a group of people stuck 

in our escapist visions of a special place, a place that spoke to us of myths and 

language and culture. I’m sure most people have the sandy-beaches-and-blue-skies 

type of escapist fantasies, but in our minds we didn’t just travel a couple of 

thousand miles to Egypt but also back in time to ancient Egypt. Yes I know…this 

concept is as impossible as that of perpetual youth (no matter how much we put in 

the holiday fund). But this was not even our problem - we realised two things, 1) 

Being lectured on things like the exact dimensions of the Temple of Kom Ombo was 

too severe a type of learning for us, 2) Interests such as reading translated Egyptian 

texts could be more fun if we shared the experience. Step in our founder Stacey, the 

lady with the plan. It was her thought that we needed to explore ancient Egypt in a 

setting that was friendly and not overly academic - a place where everyone could join 

us. That’s the idea that caught fire and we came together to form a new Egyptology 

society, that aims to share history and keep everyone fed and caffeinated. Stacey 

uses her contacts to book speakers as Chair, Grace does that oh-so-clever tap tap tap 

thing on her calculator as Treasurer, Jayne is hot on social media as Marketing 

Manager, and Committee Members Peter, Sue and Colin do all the heavy-lifting and 

assist with the Newsletter. And finally, I as Secretary and Newsletter Editor, keep 

track of our lovely visitors, and of course produce the monthly newsletters. So that’s 

the story of our dream team so far. 

In this first edition of WMES I will recap on our three first talks and our trip 

to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, for those of you that could not attend and 

those of you that would like a refresher. We’ve also launched ‘Tales from Egypt’, a 

collection of funny stories of our experiences of Egypt (we hope they are funny 

anyway). I also have to share with you all of the latest news from Egypt, must-see 

events near you, and other miscellaneous bits and bobs of Egypt. 

This first edition goes out to all of you that have supported us so far- 

speakers, well-wishers and of course our amazing attendees. We’re so pleased to see 

your enthusiasm, and to join with you like-minded people with the aim of discovery. 

Please continue to turn up and support us- let’s really prosper this year! 

Best wishes, 

Kavita Kumari [Secretary/Newsletter Editor] 

If there is anything you would like to add to next month’s newsletter please contact 

me on secretarywmes@outlook.com. 

secretarywmes@outlook.com 

Meet us! From left, Stacey, Peter, 

Colin, Kavita, Sue and Grace. 

Our talks so far: 

 

October: Peter Robinson took us 

on a ‘Balloon ride over the Valley 

of the Kings’.  His wonderful 

photos showed the advantage of 

aerial views, as you can pick out 

hidden temples in the sand. 

Twitter followers unable to 

attend, were able to keep an eye 

on the feed for #wmesoct14 to 

see photos and thoughts on 

Peter’s talk.  

-Pictures of our first talk - 

https://wmegyptology.wordpres

s.com/2014/10/ 

 

November: See ‘An in-depth look 

at…’ article. 

 

December: John Wyatt, as an 

ornithologist rather than an 

Egyptologist, provided fresh 

insight on 'Birds in Ancient 

Egypt'. He illustrated how 

modern Egyptian birds provide a 

link to the ancient world, such as 

the spur-winged plover which 

was once used as a hieroglyph to 

mean ‘washer-person’. 

 

December Trip: WMES went 

behind the scenes at Birmingham 

Museums’ conservation labs to 

see the mummy and sarcophagus 

of Namenkhetamun, led by 

Stacey and Conservationist, 

Ciaran Lavelle. Namenkhetamun 

was in conservation to be 

condition checked but it is now 

currently on the ‘Secret Egypt’ 

tour to Shrewsbury. 

 

-See more images at 

https://wmegyptology.wordpres

s.com/wmes-gallery/ 

  

 

NEXT TALK: Wednesday 11th February 2015: Lee Young: ‘Howard 

Carter: An alternative view of the man through his art’. Pen Museum, 

6.30-7.30pm. Please check wmegyptology.wordpress.com for more details. 
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https://www.facebook.com/WestMidlandsEgyptologySociety
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/2014/10/
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/2014/10/
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/wmes-gallery/
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/wmes-gallery/


 

 
 

An in-depth look at: 'Researching an Ancient Individual: The 

many facets of Queen Tiye’ by Kelee Siat. 

 
   

ALWAYS QUESTION AND NEVER ASSUME! 

 Wise words from our November speaker Kelee Siat, in reference to her research 

methodology in investigating Queen Tiye. Many of us in the audience can remember this 

key phrase being drilled into us as students, and for those that never undertook formal 

learning, this was a fresh insight into the uncertainty of primary evidence. Kelee 

highlighted that this uncertainty was exacerbated by the double hermeneutic - the 

recurring impact of the researcher on the historical figure, which impacts another figure 

and so on. In Tiye's case she was influenced greatly by family such as her brother and 

mother. So logically speaking you have to use Psychology to understand influential 

individuals, in order to build Tiye's biography. It is precisely this sort of interdisciplinary 

approach that one Psychologist in the audience particularly agreed on. So the lesson to be 

learned here is that Egyptology really is for people from all backgrounds - all you need is 

some creativity to apply your specialty.   

 

 When I asked attendees if they already knew much about Queen Tiye or even 

knew how to pronounce her name (Tea-a by the way), I realised I wasn't alone in my 

inexperience. Not surprising since Miss Siat herself emphasised many times how much of 

an understated figure Tiye was, but she also demonstrated the inherent link between the 

Queen and ourselves- Tiye was a historian. An ostraca scene of a Sed Festival (a royal 

jubilee) also held Tiye’s image on the reverse, and this suggests that Tiye’s role was to 

research Festival rituals to help organise Amenhotep III’s Sed Festival. So there you have it 

- much like those of us that attended the talk, Tiye was also curious to learn from the past. 

 

 One way in which Tiye does differ from us, is her royal connections. While 

married to Amenhotep III Tiye enjoyed a special status as Chief Wife, as shown by Cairo 

Museum’s colossal statue in which Tiye is represented in equal size to her husband. She 

also influenced the reign of her son Amenhotep IV, who rejected polytheism and supreme 

deity Amun-Re in favour of the sun god Aten, as part of his religious revolution. Despite 

the huge transformations of Akenhaten’s reign, his loyalty to his mother remained and he 

paid homage to Tiye until the end. Tiye must also have been given some importance by 

her grandson Tutankhamun, in whose tomb was found Tiye’s braided auburn hair, 

perhaps placed there as a memento.  

 

 The last point to be made on Tiye concerns her role as a feminine figure. Tiye is 

often overshadowed by other Egyptian females such as the Eighteenth dynasty lady-

pharaoh Hatshepsut, but it must be noted that Tiye set an example for some of these 

women. An example is Tiye’s daughter-in-law Nefertiti, whose style took much from that 

of Tiye who was quite the fashionista- ostrich feather dresses and heaps of mascara were 

amongst her style staples! The feature that makes Tiye stand-out as an Egyptian female is 

her femininity itself. Hatshepsut had to use masculine features like a false beard to gain 

acceptance, but Tiye retained her feminine features and may have even contributed to 

Akhenaten’s feminine form as seen in art.  

 

Kavita Kumari. Further Reading- Robins, G. 1993. Women in Ancient Egypt, London.  

 

 

Tales from Egypt: ‘Egyptian fast food....’ by Peter Tonks  

"Close your eyes for 10 seconds and imagine yourself in the land of the Pharaohs, imagine 

the stories you could tell… You’d probably imagine floating down the River Nile on a 

yacht, exploring ancient artefacts, taking a desert Safari, or exploring the ancient tombs. 

WOW! I bet you’re already starting to feel like Indiana Jones and all set to pack a brown 

satchel. While I did experience a few of the traditional tales that are told, I experienced 

something not many others would have witnessed...A treasure discovery? A magical 

lamp? Or maybe an adventure on a magic carpet ride I hear you ask. Nope, but something 

equally as special and memorable though...After a few days of feeling pretty unwell on 

my first trip to Egypt in 2008 my body no longer craved adventure, but did in fact crave a 

Big Mac! Yes a juicy Big Mac from McDonald’s, salty fries ‘n’ all (Howard Carter would’ve 

been ever so disappointed in me).  

 

I was staying at Sharm el-Sheikh, and late one evening a short walk away from the resort 

was where my "discovery" was made. But this wasn’t any old McDonald’s, or any old Big 

Mac, this one had 4 beef patties, and a great outside view! – I was starting to feel better 

already and my humour soon returned when I saw a group of camels escaping from their 

owner, trotting down the road with an elderly gentleman shouting after them (to this day I 

still wonder if he caught up with his friends). The most befitting way to describe that 

memory of Egypt is… “ba da ba ba ba, I’m lovin’ it!” 

Egypt News 

 

Beard-gate Scandal! 

There has been uproar over news 

that the golden funerary mask of 

Tutankhamun from the Egyptian 

Museum in Cairo, has suffered a 

botched repair of its beard. It is 

understood that during 

maintenance Tut’s beard became 

detached and instead of being 

repaired in the conservation 

laboratory, it was hastily glued 

together with a quick-drying 

glue. Eckmann, a German 

conservator, has now been 

charged with carefully removing 

the remains of the visible dried 

glue. 

 

Photograph: Xinhua News 

Agency/REX 

 

Egyptology events near you 

 

-14
th

 Feb, Manchester Museum, 

‘From Amulets to Golden Flies: 

Understanding Egyptian 

Jewellery’. A day school looking 

at Egyptian jewellery, including 

jewellery as amulets, jewellery 

from Riqqeh tomb 124 and 

Queen Ahhotep’s gold flies. 

Booking is essential, visit 

egyptologyonline.ls.manchester.

ac.uk/events/ 

-14
th

 Feb, Dillington House, 

Somerset, ‘From General to 

Pharaoh: 

Horemheb,Tutankhamun's 

Chosen Heir’ day school. Booking 

is essential so call 01460 258 

648 or visit www.dillington.com  

-Until 22 Feb, The Queen’s 

Gallery, Buckingham Palace, 

‘Cairo to Constantinople: Early 

Photographs of the Middle East’. 

Call 020 7766 7301 or visit 

www.royalcollection.org.uk   

 

- 20
th

 Feb, University of 

Birmingham, ‘Birmingham 

Egyptology's annual symposium 

on Nationality, Authority, 

Individuality’. Register for free at 

http://birminghamegyptology.co

.uk/symposium/ 

 

Need more on Egypt? See The 

Top Three to follow on twitter: 

 

 

@UoBEgyptology 

@dailyegyptpics              

@EgyptMcr 
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