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Hello again friends!  
 

  

 
   

 

Next Talk: 

Wednesday 11th 

March 2015: Aidan 

Dodson: ‘Shelters 

for Eternity: 

ancient Egyptian 

coffins and 

sarcophagi’. Pen 

Museum, 6.30-

7.30pm. Please 

check 

wmegyptology.word

press.com/ for more 

details. 

Next Talk: 

Wednesday 11th 

March 2015: Aidan 

Dodson: ‘Shelters 

Another month of 2015 has 

gone soaring past, and I’m 

pleased to still have you 

here with WMES! 

I personally think that 

February has been an 

especially exciting month 

for us, as Lee Young treated 

us to a talk on ‘Howard 

Carter: an alternative view 

of the man through his art’. 

Being almost fanatical about 

famous figures in history, 

the discoverer of the tomb 

of Tutankhamun was a man I 

was keen to learn about. It 

would seem, so were our 

wonderful audience, who 

turned up in large numbers 

to experience the strange 

nostalgia of Carter’s 

paintings. But bringing us 

firmly back into the present, 

our surprise guest Kenneth 

Carter- the great 

grandnephew of Howard 

Carter himself, was a 

pleasure to meet given his 

years of expertise in 

Egyptology. Thank you to 

the Birmingham Mail for 

bringing Kenneth to our 

door, who promises to pop 

back and see us at another 

talk. 

What else can I tell you that 

is new? Well, at the end of 

the month Committee 

Members Grace and Sue will 

be making a special 

appearance at the CBA’s 

(Council for British 

Archaeology) ‘News from 

the Past’ event, at Carrs 

Lane Conference Centre in 

Birmingham. We expect to 

hear lots about the 

prehistoric as well as 

modern material culture of 

the West Midlands, but also 

aim to meet some local 

history buffs that may be 

interested in joining us for 

some of our talks. Mingling 

is the key to promotion, and 

I’d like to take the 

opportunity to say please 

keep promoting WMES both 

by word of mouth and 

twitter- yes we have noticed 

you doing this so cheers! 

Best wishes, Kavita Kumari 

[Secretary/Newsletter 

Editor]  

 

 

 

Incredible facts from 

Lee Young’s talk on 

Howard Carter: 

1) Howard Carter 

spent a lot of time at 

Cairo Zoo because 

he loved nature 

and was first 

encouraged to draw 

animals like birds. 

2) Carter first started 

with ink drawings then 

developed watercolour 

facsimiles. His 

detailed line drawings, 

mostly done in pencil, 

are works of art in 

themselves. 

3) In 1892, Petrie 

showed Carter the 

ropes of excavation 

and eventually Petrie 

saw real skill in Carter 

both as an artist and 

excavator.   

- To view Howard 

Carter's notecards of 

the discovery 

Tutankhamun's tomb 

visit 

griffith.ox.ac.uk/disco

veringTut/ 

 

 

 

(Pleasant) surprise guest 

Kenneth Carter with speaker 

Lee Young 

Tales from Egypt: ‘For the love of Egypt!’ by Colin T  

Until my first visit my relationship with Egypt was one of interest; afterwards it became a 

passion. Before I went, I owned about four books on the subject; subsequently my house 

became full of books and I became an EES member, a Petrie and British Museum Friend, and 

started to regularly attend courses at the Bloomsbury Summer School, and subscribe to 

British and American Egyptology magazines.  

What was so special about that visit? It was certainly strange. It was organised by the British 

Museum at around the time of the first Gulf War so there was some tension in the air. We had 

a tour manager from the tour company and an Egyptologist –a charming, but rather volatile 

lady -appointed by the British Museum. The tour party consisted of people who could have 

been characters in an Agatha Christie novel –a retired colonel, a very camp actor and the 

widow of a colonial civil engineer to name but a few. I developed a plot line. Our Egyptologist 

has been murdered and we are all suspects. It turns out we all did it! Yes I know that that is 

‘Murder on the Orient Express’ not ‘Death on the Nile’.   

One incident sums up our tour. We were at a temple. I think that it was Medinet Habu. Some 

new age religionists in white robes and chanting ‘Om –Om –Om’ had occupied part of the 

complex, much to the chagrin of our leader who wanted to show us something in that area. 

After much chuntering about dead religions, lost rituals and inappropriateness, she could 

take it no longer and in spite of our protestations, set off to remonstrate with them. We 

waited anxiously, but after a while she returned with a look of triumph on her face. We asked 

what had happened to which she replied “They told me to p*** off”. Which just shows! If you 

haven’t visited Egypt yet, you really must.  

 

https://wmegyptology.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/1503328_1611553252407650_6959036454177968456_n.jpg
https://twitter.com/WMES_
https://www.facebook.com/WestMidlandsEgyptologySociety
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/
http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/discoveringTut/
http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/discoveringTut/


 

 
Egyptology  events (+ who 

to follow on twitter) 

 
 
 

 
 

  
Egyptology events- 

see you there? 

-6
th

-8
th

 March, 

Dillington House, 

Somerset, ‘Egypt’s 

Female Pharaohs’ 

residential course. 

Booking is essential 

so call 01460 258 

648 or visit 

dillington.com  

- 24
th

 January – 26
th

 

April, Shrewsbury 

Museum and Art 

Gallery, ‘Secret Egypt 

– Unravelling Truth 

from Myth’. An 

exhibition of 150 

objects including 

statuary, coffins, 

jewellery and animal 

and human 

mummies. Visit 

Shrewsburymuseum.

org.uk/events  

- 16
th

 April, 6pm, 

The Barber Institute 

of Fine Arts, ‘The 

Iconography and 

Ideology of Nefertiti 

and Egypt’s other 

Amarna Royal 

Women’. Birmingham 

Evening Decorative 

and Fine Arts 

Society’s (BEDFAS) 

talk on Nefertiti, and 

how cultural changes 

resulted in new 

representations of 

the royal family. 

Tickets available on 

the door only, please 

visit 

barber.org.uk/bedfas  

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

If there is anything you 

would like to add to 

next month’s newsletter 

please contact Kavita on 

secretarywmes@outlook

.com. 

 

Need more on Egypt? See The Top 

Three to follow on Facebook: 

 

1) Petrie Museum 

facebook.com/PetrieMuseum 

2) Everyday Egypt 

facebook.com/everydayegyptproject 

3) The t3.wy Foundation for Historical 

Research in Egyptology 

facebook.com/t3.wy.foundation 

New Hurghada Airport Terminal    

 

Hurghada International Airport is the 

second busiest Airport in Egypt after 

Cairo International Airport. With 

International flights from the UK, Europe 

and Russia it has proven to be a popular 

destination among tourists visiting the 

Red Sea area.  

 

With the continued development of 

Hurghada’s real estate and tourism 

industry, it was inevitable that the 

Airport would also go through a 

makeover. A makeover which is reported 

to have cost $335 million to develop 

terminal 1.  

 

This is $335 million that will prove to be 

well spent, with the expected tourists 

rising to 13 million passengers a year. 

Hurghada International Airport possesses 

a bureau de change, ATM’s and a bank, 

public telephones, car rental, internet 

services, several cafes, bars and of 

course more than 40 shops and bazaars 

full of your last minute souvenirs. 

 

Originally planned for 2012 completion, 

the development had some setbacks and 

was not able to be completed until late 

2014. Well you know what they say- the 

Great Pyramid suffered setbacks in their 

construction but still went down in 

history! 

 

For more information: 

hurghada-airport.co.uk/  

facebook.com/WelcometoHurghadaIntern

ationalAirport  

 

 

  
  
 

 

News from ‘The land of the Pharaohs’ 

(this month Peter T discusses land 

development) 

 

The Mall of Egypt  

 

If you imagine leisure time in Egypt you 

probably think of 

warm weather, Bazaars, water sports and 

museum visits, of course you would be 

right! 

Now imagine a place with a shopping 

mall, cinema, boutique fashion stores and 

an indoor ski slope. Surely I would be 

talking about a place in Switzerland or 

Monaco, you may again be right in 

thinking such a place exists in these 

locations.  

 

However in this instance I am talking 

about a location West of Cairo, yes in 

Cairo! If you find that you are in Egypt 

and you are feeling a bit homesick there 

may well be a place for you. 

 

A place with over 162,500 square metres 

of retail outlets, a 21 screen cinema 

complex, a 16 unit food court and Africa's 

first man made ski resort. Cairo's next 

greatest landmark is due to be completed 

in 2015/2016, and brought to you by the 

developers of 'Mall of the Emirates' in 

Dubai.  

 

For more information:                                                  

constructionweekonline.com/  

 

 

 

 

Wildcard news item from Sue M: The Lady 

of the Jewels  

An undisturbed mummy has been found 

in a Middle Kingdom necropolis beneath 

the mortuary temple of Thutmose III, in 

Luxor.  Although the collapse of the roof 

of the tomb damaged the mummy and its 

coffin, it prevented tomb robbers taking 

the jewellery she was wearing, which 

comprised a cylindrical amulet made of 

precious stones and gold plates, a golden 

shell-shaped pendant, two gold bangles 

with reef knots and two silver ankle 

bracelets. Current World Archaeology 

Volume 69 February/March. 

 

http://www.dillington.com/
http://www.shrewsburymuseum.org.uk/events/
http://www.shrewsburymuseum.org.uk/events/
http://barber.org.uk/bedfas-barber-2/
http://www.facebook.com/PetrieMuseum?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/everydayegyptproject?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/t3.wy.foundation?fref=ts
http://hurghada-airport.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/WelcometoHurghadaInternationalAirport?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/WelcometoHurghadaInternationalAirport?fref=ts
http://www.constructionweekonline.com/article-29050-november-finish-for-mall-of-egypt-concrete-works/

