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Season’s Greetings from WMES… 

…to all WMES members and non-members, and welcome to our special three-page Christmas Newsletter.  Since the last 

newsletter, we made the leap to selling memberships for those Egyptology enthusiasts that attend our meetings month after 

month. We think this is a great way to be more involved in the society and help develop us - so thanks for buying 

memberships! 

This month has been a lot of fun for WMES, as we had our first ever trip to the British Museum as a society. On arrival we 

were treated to a talk on Early Egypt by the gallery curator Renee Freedman. For those of us like myself who do not have a 

special interest in Early Egypt, Renee was refreshingly enthusiastic about the technologies used by Egyptians to make early 

pottery. Next we visited the Egypt After the Pharaohs exhibition. This contained aesthetically beautiful artefacts that carried 

the poignant message of how religions have clashed throughout the history of Egypt. 

The festivities continued during our Christmas party at the 6/8 Kafé where we were treated to a delicious buffet. It really was 

an evening of relaxation as we settled into comfy sofas and chairs to watch The Land of the Pharaohs; a film we had all voted 

on. Thanks Alice for suggesting such a great film - if not historically accurate, it was beautifully dramatic in all the right 

places! 

Lastly, I’d like to mention Alice Williams’ talk on the Distribution of Artefacts from the Late 19
th

 Century - it was fascinating 

learning more about the key Egyptologists behind the Egypt Exploration Fund and this was a fitting end-of-year talk. 

I hope to see you all again in the New Year, happy holidays!  

Kavita  

If you have any queries or suggestions, please email newsletterwmes@outlook.com 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WestMidlandsEgyptologySociety
https://twitter.com/WMES_


 

 
Egyptology  events (+ who 

to follow on twitter) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  ‘Incredible Facts’ from Sarah 

Doherty’s talk on Gebel el-

Silsila (October) 

 

1) Gebel el-Silsila, North of 

Aswan, was renowned for its 

sandstone quarries, which were 

used to construct most of the 

temples of Upper Egypt 

including Philae, Medinet Habu, 

the Ramesseum and Dendara.  

 

2) It is estimated that there 

were 130 workers and 5000 

soldiers at Gebel el-Silsila, 

based on evidence from a stela 

from Wadi Hammamat. But 

questions persist over why 

there were such a large number 

of soldiers present and what 

their purpose in the life of the 

quarry was. 

3) One of the sites at Gebel el-

Silsila has been named ‘Pottery 

Hill’ because it is the site of the 

largest pottery assemblage 

across the quarry. Another site 

has been named ‘Mo’s Tavern’, 

due to the high number of wine 

ceramics found there. It has 

been suggested that Pottery Hill 

was used for storage, possibly 

of food stuffs, and that Mo’s 

Tavern was used for drinking at 

the end of a working day. 

 
 

 

  
  
 

 

‘Incredible Facts’ from 

Angela Stiennes’ talk on 

Mummies in 18
th

 Century 

England (September) 

 

1) 1) Sir Hans Sloane, the 

founder of British Museum, 

displayed mummies with 

anatomical specimens instead 

of Egyptian artefacts 

according to some visitor 

accounts. 

2)  

3)  

4) 2) One alarming account 

states that one of the Sloanian 

mummies could be turned 

around and touched by the 

public! 

 

 

3)    3) John Hadley the chemist 

surgically dissected a mummy 

in his home in 1763, and the 

process involved embalming 

by boiling it in a long 

cauldron. The foot of this 

mummy is owned by the 

Royal College of Surgeons in 

London. 

 

4)   4) Johann Friedrich 

Blumenbach was interested in 

anatomical study and racial 

taxonomy. He used his 

dissections to support his 

views that Egyptians were a 

people that colonised Egypt, 

and Egyptian artefacts were 

transplanted in Egypt from 

elsewhere.   

 

Egyptomania in Popular Culture 
All Things Weird & Wacky... 

 

‘Sphinx and the Cursed Mummy’ 
(Eurocom - 2003) 

 

 
This was a fantasy game set in a 

world heavily inspired by Ancient 

Egypt. It follows the characters 

Sphinx and Tutankhamun as they 

battle Set. This little known game 

features fictionalised versions of 

historical locations such as Abydos 

and Heliopolis and Egyptian Gods 

such as Anubis. Historical figures 

such as Akhenaten and Imhotep also 

make an appearance. 

 

‘Incredible Facts’ from 

James Bennett’s talk on 

Tell Timai (November) 
 

1) The ancient name of Tell 

Timai is 'Ta Mawy' which 

means 'New Land' and was 

usually given to areas of kind 

reclaimed by the Nile. It was a 

prominent name given to a 

number of locations before 

the Greco-Roman period. 

 

 

2) Tell Timai was a large site 

in Greco-Roman times, and 

was the 3rd most important 

site after Memphis and 

Alexandria. 

 

 

3) The site itself is situated in 

the North-East of the Nile 

Delta with a sister site at 

Mendes, and the two 

sites may have been 

connected by a Roman canal, 

although this has not yet been 

found.  

 

 

  
  

 

 

‘Incredible Facts’ from Alice 

Williams’ talk on Excavation 

Artefacts (December) 

 

1) Amelia Blanford Edwards, 

the novelist who wrote ‘A 

Thousand Miles up the Nile’, 

upon discovering vandalism 

and ruin at Egyptian sites, 

initiated the setting up of a 

preservation society in 1882- 

the Egypt Exploration Fund, 

now Egypt Exploration 

Society. 

2) The Egyptian state 

encouraged Petrie to 

undertake licensed 

excavation, and under the 

system of partage Boulac 

Museum would place value on 

each excavated item, so that 

valuable objects would stay in 

Cairo but lesser objects like 

pottery would come to 

London. 

3) The items that were to be 

taken to England were often 

packed in organic materials 

like straw, which left artefacts 

vulnerable to pest damage 

and breakages.  

 

 

  
  
 

 

The Discovery of the Sarcophagus of ‘Ankhef-in-Khonsu’  

 

A well preserved sarcophagus of a Priest of Amun-Ra has been discovered in Luxor by 

the ‘Spanish Archaeological Mission of Institute of Ancient Egypt’, as part of The 

Vizier Amen-hotep Huy Project.    

The sarcophagus, which dates to the 22
nd

 dynasty, belongs to ‘Ankhef-in-khonsu’ and 

was located in the tomb of Amenhotep-huy who was the Vizier during the reign of 

Amenhotep III. The tomb of Amenhotep III, which was discovered in 1978, is located 

at Qurnet-Marei on Luxor’s west bank, and a large group of archaeologists have been 

studying and renovating the architectural elements of the tomb since 2009. 

The sarcophagus is made of wood and covered with a layer of plaster, and depicts the 

deceased wearing the typical tripartite wig as well as a crown, ceremonial beard and 

necklace.  Ankhef-in-Khonsu is also depicted making offerings to the deities Osiris, 

Nefertum, Anubis and Hathor in her cow form, with the aim to satisfy the gods for all 

eternity as well as demonstrating ones piety.  

The date of the sarcophagus and its inclusion within the tomb is very interesting as 

the coffin itself dates from 943-716BC whereas the tomb in which it is located in 

dates from 1391-1353BC, meaning that the tomb must have been re-opened and re-

used more than 500 years after it was completed. 

 

 

 



 

3 News from ‘The land of the Pharaohs’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum to Open for Cairo Airport’s Jet-Setters  

 

A mini-museum is due to open inside Terminal 3 of Cairo Airport to boost tourism by 

attracting travellers that use Cairo as a go-between to other destinations. It has been 

reported that the exhibition will contain 39 artefacts, all chosen with the aim of giving 

visitors snapshots of the Egyptian Civilisation during its major phases. It is hoped that this 

overview of the history of Egypt will encourage airport travellers to visit other sites and 

museums within Egypt, especially the Egyptian Museum. 

 

Naturally the Egyptian Museum in central Cairo contributed most of the artefacts that will 

be on display at Cairo Airport. A very famous example is The Seated Scribe, which is a 

sculpture that provokes debate about the different levels of Egyptian hierarchy; as the 

subject of the sculpture is literate and is therefore highly-respected in society. 

The airport museum is the latest initiative following years of decline in the Egyptian tourist 

trade following such political disturbances as the Arab Spring in 2011, and the increasing 

threat of terrorism associated with the crash of a Russian Passenger Jet as it left Sharm el-

Sheikh in October this year. Egyptian tourism ministry figures suggest that the number of 

tourists to visit Egypt has fallen from around 14.7 million in 2010 to about 10 million this 

year. 

 

Cairo Airport did contain a similar museum back in 1984, but unfortunately this was closed 

a few years into its opening as renovations took priority. Zahi Hawass, a previous minister 

for antiquities and influential Egyptologist, has stated his hopes for the new Cairo Airport 

Museum to attract tourists and therefore financing to Egyptian sites that need maintenance. 

 
 

Tutankhamun – Radar Scans 

 

In July this year Nicholas Reeves published his theory that the tomb of Tutankhamun contained hidden chambers and 

speculated that they may contain the burial place of Queen Nefertiti; whose tomb and mummy have never been found. 

These claims have sparked international debate and have led to an investigation of the tomb. In October experts granted 

Nicholas Reeves permission to conduct scans on the tomb and last month the team announced that there was “a 90% 

chance” of chambers lying behind what Reeves has described as a “partition wall”. Reeves believes the reason 

Tutankhamun’s burial is so small for a Pharaoh is because it was not originally intended for him. He further suggested that 

the tomb paintings on the north wall of the burial chamber were changed from depicting Nefertiti to show Tutankhamun 

instead, after his sudden death and internment. Dr. Reeves believes that the background of the wall was painted yellow to 

blend in with the rest of the art in the room. However other experts have discredited this idea. Tom Hardwick, an 

Egyptologist specialising in Egyptian art, wrote an article discussing Dr. Reeves idea. He firmly believes that the figures on 

the north wall depict Tutankhamun and Ay as has always been believed. 

Campbell Price also wrote an article on the contents of the tomb and the possibility that the hidden rooms may uncover 

more tomb goods, specifically papyri. The findings from last month’s scans are currently being analysed in Japan but it 

has been stressed that more work is needed before any results can be publicised. If Dr.Reeves is proven right and the 

chambers reveal the burial place of Nefertiti it will almost certainly overshadow the discovery of Tutankhamun himself. 

 

 

Egyptology Events 

“See You There?”... 

 

 Characters & 

Collections Exhibition  

Showing until 25
th

 Jan 2016 

Petrie Museum, University 

College London.  

http://www.ulc.ac.uk/museu

ms/petrie/whats-on 

 

 

 Nefertiti:  Defining 

Beauty 

28
th

 January 2016 

Petrie Museum of Egyptian 

Archaeology, London.  

Book via. 

https://nefertitibeauty.eventb

rite.co.uk 

 

 

 Meeting the Gods: 

Interactions Between 

Mortals & the Divine  

13
th

 February 2016  

Study Day at University of 

Manchester, Kanaris Lecture 

Theatre.  

Speakers include: Joyce 

Tyldesley, Roger Forshaw & 

Campbell Price. 

(Egyptology 

Online@Manchester in 

association with the KNH. 

Centre)  

 

 

 Gifts for the Gods: 

Animal Mummies 

Revealed  

8
th

 October to 17
th

 April 2016 

Manchester Museum, 

University of Manchester.  

http://events.manchester.ac.

uk/event/event:bnn-

id8qvop7-ngzg6s 

 

http://www.ulc.ac.uk/museums/petrie/whats-on
http://www.ulc.ac.uk/museums/petrie/whats-on
https://nefertitibeauty.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://nefertitibeauty.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://events.manchester.ac.uk/event/event:bnn-id8qvop7-ngzg6s
http://events.manchester.ac.uk/event/event:bnn-id8qvop7-ngzg6s
http://events.manchester.ac.uk/event/event:bnn-id8qvop7-ngzg6s

