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Wishing you ankh, wedja, seneb… 

 
 

  

 
   

 

Next Talk: 

Wednesday 13th 

May 2015: Sarah 

Griffiths: ‘Picture 

This! Exploring the 

conventions of 

two-dimensional 

tomb art in Old 

Kingdom Egypt’. 

Pen Museum, 6.30-

7.30pm.  

Please check 

wmegyptology.word

press.com/ for 

more details. 

 

… or ‘life, prosperity and 

health’, like some literate 

ancient Egyptians wished 

each other in their letters.  

Indeed Kim Ridealgh’s April 

talk on the Late Ramesside 

Letters described many 

standardised formula like 

this, which were often added 

to letters to give a 

professional or polite tone. 

Most of these letters that 

miraculously survived in 

their ancient archive, 

concern the scribe 

Dhutmose. Hearing about 

this highly decorated 

officer’s travels across 

Egypt, and relationship with 

his son and subordinates, 

helped us step into the 

authoritative role of ‘Scribe 

of the Necropolis’ 

ourselves. We must thank 

our speaker for this 

personal connection and 

what was a lovely evening. 

More fun lies ahead because 

it is WMES group trip time 

again! We have organised a 

behind-the-scenes tour of 

the Birmingham Museum’s 

Collections Centre on Friday 

22
nd

 May. This will be a 

great opportunity to see 

some Egyptian artefacts not 

normally on display, and so 

far we’ve had a fantastic 

response from you. We’ll 

see you there! 

Lastly, thanks for keeping in 

contact via social media – 

we love sharing and 

discussing all news on 

Egypt. Don’t forget to check 

out our next talk, which is 

on tomb art. 

Best wishes, Kavita Kumari 

[Secretary/Newsletter 

Editor]  

 

 

 

Incredible facts from 

Kim Ridealgh’s talk 

on The Late 

Ramesside Letters: 

1) Only 70 of the Late 

Ramesside letters are 

published, there are 

many more yet 

unpublished or still to 

be found. 

2) Dhutmose had the 

highest rank in admin, 

responsible for 

administrating an area 

which included the 

Valley of the Kings 

and the workman’s 

village Deir el-Medina. 

3) The necropolis 

scribe Dhutmose 

wrote letters because 

he left Thebes to meet 

the High Priest of 

Amun, Piankh. Details 

of his journey can be 

traced from Thebes to 

Nubia, where Piankh 

led an Egyptian army 

as part of one of his 

military roles.   

For more information 

visit The Historical 

Politeness Network 

for Ancient 

Languages’ website. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

 

Tales from Egypt: ‘A sweet 

tale from Egypt’ by Sue M.  

I always think one of the 

most welcome sights when 

wandering through the hot 

and dusty streets of Egypt 

is the juice bar where you 

can buy freshly squeezed 

juice from the widest 

variety of fruits 

imaginable, and for those 

who like their drinks sweet 

there is the option of 

added sugar syrup.  When 

stopping to buy I am 

always fascinated by the 

crushing machine which is 

often on view behind the 

counter, and after buying I 

linger to watch the sugar 

canes fed into one end of 

the crusher and come out 

of the other end as sugar 

syrup.  

 

In my naivety I had 

assumed that the cane was 

imported, as I had always 

associated sugar cane with 

the West Indies. So imagine 

my surprise when I saw a 

tractor and trailer, with its 

untidy load of sugar cane  

making it look rather like 

an overgrown hedgehog, 

driving into what turned 

out to be a sugar 

factory.  Seeing this 

inspired me to find out 

more about Egypt’s sugar 

industry.  
 

The sugar industry was one 

Egypt’s first industries, 

beginning as early as 710 

AD, and by the ninth and 

tenth centuries Egypt was 

exporting sugar to 

Europe.  In fact sugar cane 

grows very well in the 

Egyptian climate and Egypt 

produces about 16 million 

tons of it per year.  Most of 

the plantations are in 

Upper Egypt and there are 

eight sugar factories in that 

area, all owned by the 

Egyptian Sugar and 

Integrated Industries 

Company.    

 
The cane is cut manually 

and after the tops and 

leaves have been removed 

it is taken to the refinery 

by animals, carts, lorries or 

tractors, as you can see in 

the picture. The refining  

 

process uses a lot of energy 

and produces a lot of waste, 

so wherever possible the 

waste is used in other 

industries.  The fibrous 

residue left after chopping 

up the cane to extract the 

juice is called bagasse and 

as it is about 50% cellulose, 

it is used in the 

manufacture of fibreboard 

and in the pulp and paper 

industries.  It can also be 

burned as a fuel to 

supplement the energy 

needed for the sugar 

refining process.   

 

Obviously not all the cane is 

taken to the sugar 

refineries, because some of 

it finds its way to the juice 

bars!  

 
 

https://twitter.com/WMES_
https://www.facebook.com/WestMidlandsEgyptologySociety
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/
https://wmegyptology.wordpress.com/


 

 
Egyptology  events (+ who 

to follow on twitter) 

 
 
 

 
 

  
Egyptology events- 

see you there? 

-15th May, London 

EES Headquarters, 

The Egypt 

Exploration Society’s 

‘Access Archive 

Afternoon’, free 

drop-in session to 

study original 

material from 

explorers like Petrie 

and Howard Carter. 

Call 020 7242 1880, 

visit www.ees.ac.uk, 

email 

contact@ees.ac.uk 

- 24
th

, 25
th

, 26th May, 

Highclere Castle, 

‘Egyptian Exhibition’. 

The Castle was the 

seat of the 5th Earl of 

Carnarvon, who 

famously discovered 

the Tomb of 

Tutankhamun in 

1922, with his 

colleague Howard 

Carter. Today, the 

8th Earl and 

Countess have 

opened an Egyptian 

Exhibition 

throughout the 

cellars of the Castle, 

which is also the 

setting of Downton 

Abbey! Visit 

www.highclerecastle.

co.uk or call 01635 

253204. 

- 28
th

 May, Dillington 

House, Somerset, 

‘Boats, Chariots & 

Donkeys – Getting 

About in Ancient 

Egypt’. Residential 

day school. Visit 

www.dillington.co.uk 

or call 01460 258 

648. 

 

 

Tickets available on 

the door only, please 

visit 

barber.org.uk/bedfas  

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

If there is anything you 

would like to add to 

next month’s newsletter 

please contact Kavita on 

secretarywmes@outlook

.com. 

 

Need more on Egypt? See The Top 

Three to follow on Twitter: 

 

1) Daily News Egypt 

@dailynewsegypt 

2) Egyptian Texts @egyptiantexts 

3) Egyptian Sidekick 

@egyptsidekick 

New findings from Egyptian army 

headquarters in Sinai 

 

Egypt’s Minster of Antiquities confirmed 

that the eastern gate to Tharu Fortress 

has been found. Tharu Fortress was used 

as the command centre of the Egyptian 

army in the New Kingdom, at Tell Habwa 

on the verge of the Suez Canal. The 

Fortress sat on what is called the Horus 

Military Route, as it was erected in a 

prime location from which to protect 

Egypt’s Eastern Front. Egyptian media 

reports that among the inscriptions on 

the three limestone pieces of the gate is 

the name of Pharaoh Ramses II, which 

helps date the find. 

 

Other finds from the same site made by 

the same archaeological team, include 

mud brick royal warehouses belonging to 

Thutmose III and Ramses II. Again, 

written evidence of the period in which 

these structures were erected was found, 

and this incudes seals with the name of 

Thutmose III. 

 

Another related find on the same site is a 

cemetery from the 26th Dynasty, which 

contains tombs with human remains 

marked with battle injuries. 

 

 

 
  
  
 

 

News from ‘The land of the Pharaohs’  

 

Plans to rebuild one of the Seven 

Wonders of the World  

 

The ancient Lighthouse of Alexandria was 

built in the Ptolemaic period around 

280BC, and is estimated to have been up 

to 130m high. It has been reported that 

there are plans to rebuild the lighthouse a 

few metres away from where it once 

stood in Alexandria, as the original 

location is now occupied by the citadel of 

Qaitbay.  

 

The Pharos Lighthouse was an incredibly 

famous structure both for its aesthetic 

and practical purposes. The beauty of its 

engineering lay in its three components: a 

lower square component, an octagonal 

component in the middle and a circular 

topping. As well as being the pride of the 

coastline of Alexandria, it also guided 

ships using a mirror using the daytime 

and fire at night.  

 

The Pharos Lighthouse suffered damage 

from earthquakes throughout the years, 

and was eventually destroyed by one in 

the 14th Century. The Qaitbay Citadel was 

then built using some pieces of the 

lighthouse, and in recent years more 

remains have been recovered. Fascination 

with the ancient feat of engineering that 

was The Pharos Lighthouse continues, as 

plans emerge to resurrect it thousands of 

years after its destruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stolen antiquities recovered in 

Alexandria 

Around 60 antiquities have been 

recovered after being stolen from a 

storage facility in the Moustafa Kamel 

area of Alexandria. 

When the storage facility’s guards began 

opening the museum during morning 

hours, they found the locks broken and 

several artefacts missing. Management 

then moved quickly to inventory the 

stolen pieces, and found that they 

included 32 Roman era coins. It is to the 

credit of law enforcement that the gang 

responsible was arrested soon after with 

the antiquities in their possession. 
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